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h DATE 

17  Dec  55 


OATE-TIME  CROUP 
Loe«f  - 

cmt18/0122Z  __ 


5.  PHOTOS 

Q Y»« 

cNo 


7.  LENGTH  OF  OBSERVATION 


2.  LOCATION 


15  sec  obj 


Red  Oak^  lova 


4 TYPE  OF  OBSERVATION 
jp  Vltuol 

D Alf»Vl«uef 


□ Alr»1nt«re#pt  Ro^or 


t.  NUMBER  OF  OBJECTS  I T.  COURSE 


10*  BRIEF  SUMMARY  OF  SIGHTING 

One  faat  moving  soundless  obj  vas  observed  to 
ejcplode  In  the  sky.  ObJ  seemed  to  change 
colors  from  white  to  red  to  blue. 


1U  COMMENTS 


12*  CONCLUSIONS 

O Wot  Botloon 
O ProLobly  BoMoon 
O Pottibly  Balloon 

Q Wot  Alicroft 
O Probably  Atrcrofi 
O Pottibly  AIrcrolt 

ID  Wot  Attronomieol  MstSOr 

□ Probably  Attronomical 
O Pottibly  Attronomlaal 

□ * 

O Intvfficlant  Dcrta  (or  Evgluotlon 
O U nk  rto  wn 


ObJ  ha.  allcharacteristics  and  per- 
formances of  a meteor.  It  Is  felt  that 
time  of  observation  vas  sll^tly 
overestimated.  ASTRO  (Meteor  Sighting) 
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mil  II 


APPROVED  t JURE  t04e 


(CLA'iSiFI  CATION) 


AIR  INTELLIGENCE  INFORMATION  REPORT 


fPOH 


RcTOirTNa 


Set.  2,  4^02d  AISS 


Slv® 


D2-UPQB-3-55 


r*cc 


fACCS 


f 


COM^QiTS  of  Preparing  Officer: 

le  In  the  opinion  of  the  Preparing  OffioeTf  this  sighting  ves  catised  a 
nateocrite  for  the  following  reasons: 

a.  The  direction  of  the  sighting  froa  the  Tarioos  raportlng  points  all 
vootor  in  towro'ds  the  Kunbolt-Beatrice  area.  The  reporting  tinea  are  all  within,, 
the  margin  of  htman  orroTt  t/rins  they  may  he  conaidorod  the  s£sne.  The  descriptions 
are  almilior  in  content*  Thus  it  can  he  roasenahly  assumed  that  all  throe' soxircea 
saw  the  same  ohjsot  and  that  it  is  the  ohjoct  Dr*  C*  B*  Schults  invostigntod* 

h*  The  three  acrtnal  Bcmrcos  all  to  one  degree  or  another,  snggested  by 
thwaselvos  that  the  object  was  a meteorite* 

Co  The  descriptions  of  the  object,  togothor  with  its  short  bbeervatlon  \ 
period  and  its  charaotorlstlc  denmward  trajectory  suggests  it  was  a meteroite  of 
xmusTial  size* 

d.  Tho  colloctiro  professional  opinion  of  Dr*  Schults,  ihrofesBor  Collins 
and  Dr*  Lincoln  La  Paz  Is  not  to  bo  taken  lightly*  This  is  especially  true  when 
supported  "by  tho  actual  sources  plus  the  ctrcunotonces  sinroundlng  the  object, 

o,  Tho  fact  that  the  Red  Oak  and  Kansas  City  observers  thought  the  object 
burned  out,  while  in  Nebraska  they  believed  it  struck  the  eiirth  can  be  ooplalned* 

Thero  is  a haze  which  is  knotm  to  affoot  obsorvations  near  the  horizon  as  is  typical 
with  the  "loss”  of  ctors  near  tho  horizon  on  even  clotj  nights*  Since  the  horizon 
is  relative  to  tho  observer,  when  the  meteorite  went  past  tho  horizon  it  would  loolc  to 
the  eastern  obsearvers  as  though  it  suddenly  grow  dim  and  then  blackened  out^  Yot  to 
the  west  tho  meteorite  did  not  go  paet  the  horizon  and  throuj^  the  haze,  thus,  the 
obsaa-vers  thero  caw  a different  view* 


f,  Tho  possibility  of  an  aircraft  crash  was  investigated*  The  CM.  at 

Kansas  City,  Itlssourl  had  no  word  of  any  creshs  in  the  area  in  question,  \ 

g.  The'  one  feature  of  the  sighting  which  is  unus\ial  to  the  layman  is  the 
brightness  of  the  object  and  the  repeated  eocplosion  at  Humbolt,  llebraska*  However 
Dr*  Schults  was  not  stqnrisod  at  tho  occurrence  of  an  e:q)losion  nor  the  greater  tha; 
averai?e  lllucolnatiano 


KA^•S  REiCTIOFS  ! 
Cauta^  uS.V?  J 

OIC 


COMMENTS  of  Approving  Officer: 


Concur  with  tha  opinion  of  the  Preparing  Officer  that  the  sighting  described  in 
j the  above  report  was  caused  by  a meteorite.  It  is  the  fia*ther  opinion  of  this  head- 
I qu.irtare  that  the  mefceorita  w»3  of  bolide  type,  accoimtiag  for  •■.•rolosioa  hoard  in 
Humbolt,  i^braska.  f\ 
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2.  MIGHT 


E.  KVi  aS-i  1 


F.  1. 
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Part  Che 


FAGS 


I.  SOUKCEj 


iiddress} 


Age*  15 


ad  Oak,  Iowa 


Occnpatlmt  High  School  student 
Edaoaticm  10th  grade 

Quallfleatlons  j Substitute  GOG  ohserveor  with  little  training. 

II.  RSALIABIL3TY:  Source  vas  sincere  and  did  not  appear  to  exegerate*  He 

was  interested  in  reporting  "just  the  facts"  and  woujd  not  give  opinions  of  which 
he  was  not  100^  certain. 

in.  SOORCS'S  DESCRIPTICM  0?  SIGHTDICj  The  lone  object  appeared  suddenly  in  the 
SW  and  glowed  "like  a al^  rocket  you  see  on  the  4th  of  July"  for  about  fifteen 
seconds,  bhile  it  had  no  particular  shape,  it  was  about  tho  size  of  an  automobile 
hoadlight.  The  source  thought  the  object  was  about  one  block  away  from  him.  Tho 
path  traveled  by  the  sitting  was  almost  straight  downward  towards  the  earth. 

Tho  object  changed  colors  frra  blue  to  white  to  red  and  then  seemed  to 
slowly  bum  itself  out.  At  first  it  appeared  solid  but  later  turned  transparent. 

Ihere  were  scattered  clouds,  many  stars  and  a sli^t  bree»when  the  incident 
occured  at  19:22  CST,  according  to  the  source.  ( 18/0122Z  Dec  55  )• 

Source  called  his  GOG  filter  center  and  repoz^ed  the  object,  Mo  photographs 
were  taken.  If  it  were  not  for  the  size  of  the  object  and  its  appearmt  nearness, 
soiiTce  stated  the  sighting  night  have  been  a falling  star. 

V 

% 

Source  stated  that  his  r.othe^  who  vas  on  duty  with  him,  agreed  vdth  his 
description. 
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PCPORT  Na 


VSA 
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{L4Myj^^r'.A>. 


I * -*1  ^ 


AIR  INTELLIGENCE  INFORMATION  REPORT 


suEuecT 


UFCB 


AR&A  RCPORrCO  ON 


RED  OAX,  ICWA,  USA 


DATE  OF  REPORT 

23  Ddo  55 


FRCPAREO  BY  <Oi/St*rr) 


fttOM  KAffnCf} 

Bataohaent  2»  4602d  AXSS 


DATE  0«  U» FORMATION 

17  Dec  55 


SOURCE 


j and  others 


lUKS  EISC;rjK,_^taln,  jJSAT I 

Choha,  ilobr. 

TT.  ADCC  3,rf2t2f  cctm  31st  AD  (PSF).  SHoUlDi:_AiS,_^Uj}n. 

JMMARY;  (P.'Hlfr  ^**»n  *i«l  iutnrnitrf  0/  f<pcri.  Oiu  ti^i/Uonet  In  pnal  tfut-ttnitnct  porofripA  Utl  Ineta^rtt  «|  Ion  rr  |</t.  Dt^n  Uri  9ff4port  on  AF  Form  n$—Pnrt  It) 

I.  CO:iTEMTS( 

PART  ONE}  Dosorlptlon  of  sighting  by  Mr. 

Iowa,  Occupation*  high  school  student,  age  15»  on  duty  as  relief  GCC  observaa*  with 
his  mother.  No  special  training  fco*  this  work. 


PART  WOi  Description  of  sighting  by  Mr. 
operator,  Kansas  City,  Missouri  I-^unlclpol  Airport. 


e,  control  tmjer 


PART  TllREEi  Description  of  sighting  by  Captain 
Kansas  City,  Missouri.  Occupation,  coranerolal  pilot  with  Dranlff  International 

Airways,  and  a fomear  professor  of  physios.  University  of  Iowa, 

* 

PARI  FOURi  Supplementary  Investigative  Efforts 
PART  FIVEi  Comraents  of  Preparing  Officer 

II,  SUlUlARYi  An  unidentified  flying  object  wao  sighted  by  on  observer  at  the  GOC 
post  in  Red  Oak,  Iowa  (GEOREF  FJKJ-I  4&^1),  by  on  air  control  tw/or  «nplo;/-oe  at  Kansas 
City,  Missouri  Munlolpal  Airport  (GEGREF  SJJZ.  24^1^7)  and  by  tho  pilot  of  a Brardff 
International  Airways  flight  flying  ovor  Ktinoas  City,  Missouri  (GECREF  FJIK  25^4)* 
Object  appeared  to  be  of  the  fire  ball  typo,  initially  obcorvod  at  18/0122Z  Dec  55 » 
and,  lasted  for  about  fifteen  seconds.  The  foUot^-up  Investigation  consistod  of  a 
thorough  interview  by  phone  with  the  throe  above  mentioned  persons  and  a check  with 
other  knowledgeable  sourcos  oonhected  with  this  sighting. 

III.  BiVESTIGATCRSi  CAPT.  HAIS  BISCHOFS  AO  7S4S42 

2d  Lt  TED  W.  VUERTKiER  3049482 


) r 


//d  D c:  A 


•^HAIS  BISCHOFS 
C-iptala  USAF 
OIC 


iNoa. 


r::coj: 


DISTRIBUTION  B f ORi:»INATOR 


D/I,  USAFf  Coradr,  ATIC;  D/l,  20th  ADlvj  D/l,  31st  ADlvj  Comdr,  4602d  AJSS;  OIC,  Dst  2. 
4602d  AISS  » » » 
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I.  SOURCE: 


(me) 


ilddredsf 


Ago  I Adult 


, Kojisas  Citj,  Missouri 


Ocoupatlont  CAA  control  tower  oparetor 

11*  RELIADILITyx  Sciroo  offered  little  Information  on  hta  own,  answered  only  the 
questions  put  directly  to  hln.  Investigators  contacted  hla  since  he  was  the  source 
for  on  article  which  appeared  In  the  Kansas  City  Star  of  18  December  55*  Source  was 
friendly  and  seemed  sincere* 

III.  SOURCS^S  DfSCRli^rXON  OP  SIGHTING:  Object  flared  up  in  the  WHtf  of  the  tower 

about  18/01292  Dec  55o  It  was  of  unusual  brightness,  yet  source  took  it  for 
granted  that  the  sighting  was  a falling  star.  It  seemed  to  lilm  that  it  burned  out 
before  reaching  the  surface  of  the  earth. 

Source  turned  in  no  report  of  the  incident,  but  did  talk  about  it  with  "several' 
air  line  pilots  regarding  lt*a  uraisal  brightness* 

Source  stated  the  object  foil  almost  straight  down* 
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lo  SOURCS:  Captain 


Address} 


Kansas  City,  J-tlssouri 


Age}  Adult 


Occupation:  Captain  with  Braniff  International  Airlines 

EdiTcationt  College  graduate*  Taught  physics  at  the  University  of 

Iowa  for  a period  of 


Il«  RKIIABILirY:  The  Investlgatocrs  were  not  able  to  roach  the  Captain  himself  as 
he  was  out  of  the  state  on  business*  However  his  co>pllot,  ^||||lpikHM*a,  who  was 
flying  with  the  Captain  related  the  incident  to  the  Investigators,  The  co-pilot 
had  taken  informal  notes  of  the  event* 

III,  SOURCE'S  DESCR2PTI0H  OF  SIGHTHIG:  While  flying  at  about  3,000  fo4t  two  nllos 
south  of  tho  Kansas  City  Municipal  Airport,  a large  "grBenlsh  colored"  object 
appeared  to  the  VfNW  at  18/012SZ  Dec  55*  During  the  first  instant  the  source  states 
that  they  had  a tondoncy  to  duck  as  the  object  seemed  so  near*  However  the  source 
quickly  realized  that  the  sighting  was  setae  distance  away.  He  then  informed  tho 
passengers  of  the  object. 

The  source  watched  the  object  for  abenat  10  seconds  and  told  the  co-pllot 
that  it  was  a "nickle  meteorite"  because  of  its  greenish  east.  The  object  appeared 
to  burn  Itself  out  before  reaching  the  ground* 

Upon  landing  the  two  flyers  talked  about  the  unusal  sighting  to  their  friends 
who  had  seen  it  frcoi  tho  grour»d. 
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SUPPLEEn^ARX  EnnSSTIGATITE  EFFORTS: 


MGS 


1,  A call  to  the  Univsraitj  of  Kansas  at  Kansas  City,  Kansas  ravoalad  that 
this  institution  had  no  astrononar  and  that  no  Infomatlon  relatlvo  to  the  unknown 
could  he  obtained  from  this  source. 


2o  The  Kansas  City  Veather  Bixraau  had  no  infomatlon  on  the  object.  The  veather 
as  of  13/0130Z  Deo  55  fccr  the  areas  vhare  sightings  toc^  place  was  as  follows: 

a.  Kansas  City,  l-Ussourl.  Clean*  Visibility,  12  miles;  Taaporature,  20*5; 

Dew  Point,  14 and  Wind,  K at  7 knots, 

I 

b,  Chnha,  Nebraska  (G3CKSF  FJSM  ^517),  (noarost  woathar  to  Rod  CbJc,  Iowa). 
Ceiling,  14,000  scattered;  Visibility,  9 nllos;  Temperature,  14®;  Dow  Point,  8®; 
and  Wind,  IINE  at  4 3cnots. 

3,  The  Flying  Safety  QCfico  of  the,  CAA  had  no  Infomatlon  on  the  unknown 
sighting, 

4e  A coll  vms  node  to  the  Kansas  City  Star  to  find  out  the  source  of  their  «. 
brief  story  of  18  Docenbor  55  stating  that  a r.oteorlte  had  boon  soon  over  the  oroae 
The  investigators  learned  that  the  '’Star"  had  received  its  story  fren  a Mr.  Carroll 
White  at  the  Control  Tower  at  the  J-iinlclpal  Atrpart. 

4 

5.  A contact  with  the  ^^alclpsd.  Airport  gave  us  CAA  ei^loyeo,  Mr.  White  who  had 
seen  the  object  and  became  anbthar  source,  bub  he  could  not  positively  identify  tho 
object  which  ho  had  eeen.  • 

6.  By  following  a lead  mentioned  in  the  TT  fron  31st  AD  (Daf)  contact  was  node 

with  Captain  and  his  doscrlption  of  the  sighting. 

7.  Again  ty  chasing  down  a lead  frea  the  TT  from  31st  AD  (Def),  contact  was 
made  via  telephone  with  the  city  editor  of  the  Lincoln  Nebraska  Journal  of  Lincoln, 
Kebraoko  (GECkSF  FJJL  2^49).  It  had  bean  reportod  that  "loud  to  noderate  explosions" 
were  heiird  in  conjunction  with  the  sighting.  The  paper  informed  the  investigators 
that  such  noiseb  wore  reported  ty  an  ualajovra  railroad  yardnon  of  the  Burlington  Liao 
working  at  ilumbolt,  Nebraska  (GECREF  FJKL  J^31^).  The  paper  revealed  further  that  a 
Dr.  C.  B,  Schulta  of  tho  Dnlvoroity  of  Nebraska  was  v;orking  on  the  subject  and  was 
a knowledgaable  person  in  this  field. 

} 

8.  Telephone  contact  i;as  oatablishod  \riVa  Dr.  Schiilts,  who  is  the  Director  of 

the  University  of  Nebraska  >hi3Siua  at  Lincoln.  Ho  stated  that  fro*a  all  reports 
which  ho  received*  and  from  consultations  with  Professor  Collins  of  that  school's 
Astronony  dopartnent,  and  the  noted  neteor -onpert  Dr.  Lincoln  La  Pcs  of  New  Mexico, 
that  the  throe  of  tlTCsa  had  decided  tho  object  was  definitely  a notoorita,  Th^ 
ftuthsr  beliovod  that  its  tail  exploded  near  Kunbolt,  Nebraska,  but  the  main  part 
c'lmc'.:  th'^  errth  somewh^ro  south  of  Beatrico,  ’..'rcraska  FJJL  151o),  Dr%  SchnltT 


a.:d  Profosoor  Colllau  were  plon.iing  to  go  loo'.dLng  for  tho  object  th'  r..'crt  d.ry-A  Tho 
UJilaioTm  object  they  wore  working  with  was  of  the  some  description  ns  the  ono  reported 
from  Kansas  City,  Missouri  and  from  P.od  Oak,  Iowa,  The  tlr.TO  of  occuronce  coincided 
with  the  othor  reports  within  a few  ninutos.  Dr.  Schulte  was  siure  that  both  he  and 
ourselves  were  talking  of  the  same  object. 


